
THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING 
January 2, 2019 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on January 2, 2019. Those in attendance: 
Trustees: Chairman Paul Runion, Bill Hammer, and Ken Green, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, Zoning Inspector Steve 
Michaelis, Road Supervisor Jim Busdiecker, Fire Chief Bill Andrews, Assistant Fire Chief Dave Miller, Fire Captain 
Joe Kopp, and EMS Paramedic Mike Tuttamore (left at 7:15 pm). 
 
Trustee Runion called the meeting to order at 7 pm. Trustee Green made a motion to approve the warrants. 
Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Trustee Hammer made a motion to 
approve the Trustee’s December 19, 2018 regular meeting minutes and 2019 organizational meeting minutes. 
Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
EMS – Paramedic Mike Tuttamore presented the EMS run report that he prepared. In 2018, LS91 responded to  

429 runs --- 161 advanced life-saving calls, 102 basic life-saving calls, 42 calls to assist the fire department, 3 
calls to assist Life Flight, and 121 calls for treatment only which resulted in no transport to the hospital necessary. 
Their busiest month was November, followed closely by May, September, and December. Mike also stated that 
the squad has been running well. 
 
ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis reported that he tried to visit several residents about zoning violations 

on their property and found only one at home. He will continue to check on these people. 
 
The Township Zoning Commission will hold their next regular meeting at 7 pm Wednesday, January 9 at the fire 
station. 
 

CEMETERY – Kepus reported that in 2018 there were 10 cremation burials, 11 casket burials, 27 plots sold, and 
16 foundations for monuments were poured. 
 
ROADS – Supervisor Jim Busdiecker spoke about the possible sale of a used backhoe by a neighboring township. 

No action was taken. 
 
It was reported that Troy Thorbahn, 3400 TR 62, would like to replace the 18” plastic culvert pipe in front of his 
house with concrete pipe. Kepus will ask the engineer’s office to measure and make a recommendation. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Bill Andrews reported that Century Link suffered a nationwide outage on their internet 
service. The fire station was without internet for several days.  
 
Other news reported: 
 

 The department has ordered a new washer/extractor, gloves, and hoods from Finley Fire that will be 
purchased with grant funds from the BWC’s Firefighters Exposure to Environmental Elements Grant 
(FEEEG). Chief stated that they will need to do some electrical work to install the new machine, build a 
larger base, and install a new drain.  

 Joe stated that the mentoring program will start back up this month. He said that many new firefighters 
have really benefited from this program, and they would like to continue the one-on-one training on all of 
the department’s trucks and equipment. 

 Chief stated that the radio communication problems at the station may be due in part to the antenna 
system. The county is currently paging off one antenna and the new system will be using 2 antennas 
and that should help. The county EMA is going to come out and take a look to see if we could benefit 
from 2 antennas.  

 The department will hold their annual appreciation dinner on February 2. 
 Chief Andrews will be on vacation from February 7 through March 8. 

 
Kepus presented an overview of the new compensation program for the township’s volunteer firefighters that was 
implemented one year ago. With the increase in training requirements set upon volunteer firefighters by the State 
of Ohio, it has become increasingly hard to recruit and retain members so the trustees adopted this compensation 
policy. The purpose of this policy is to increase participation of current members and promote the recruitment of 
future members. 
 
Members of the Woodville Township Volunteer Township Fire Department are paid on a participation basis for 
runs made and trainings attended. The Fire Department is a “volunteer” organization and members of the 
department perform some non-emergency tasks for the good of the community. Kepus stated that the department 
also had approximately 2,464 unpaid hours for various other activities of the department. 
 
The trustees asked if the fire department felt that the program met the objective of paying for runs and training 
which was implemented to improve morale and attendance of the volunteer firefighters. The fire department 
responded that morale among the members is definitely better.  They see more participation, attitudes are better, 
and fire trucks are leaving the station full as in the past more often than not the trucks left with just a few people.  
 
After further discussion, Trustee Hammer made a motion to make the following changes to the compensation to 
be effective January 1, 2019: monthly truck maintenance checks will be paid at $10 an hour; pay for training will 
be changed from $10 an hour to $10 for the first hour and $5 for every 30 minutes thereafter as most trainings 
last 1-1/2 hour; and to add the rule that if a fire run is 15 minutes or less past the first hour, it will not count as an 
extra hour (example: if the run is 75 minutes long, it will count as a one-hour run, but a run that is 76 minutes long 
will count as a 2-hour run). The motion also included to add stand-by at the Woodville 4th of July Fireworks to the 
compensation program at a cost of $10 per hour and to include last year’s attendance in the 4th quarter, 2018 
salary payment to be paid later this  month. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
The Trustees agreed to leave everything else on the compensation policy as is. Joe thanked Fiscal Officer Kepus 
and the Trustees for all the work they did to successfully implement this program. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Trustee Green made a motion to allow the following transfers to appropriately allocate funds: 

$2,000.00 from the General Fund, Operating Supplies Account to the General Fund, Other Salaries Account; and 
$350.00 from the Gas Fund, Workers Compensation Account to the Gas Tax Fund, OPERS Account. Trustee 
Hammer seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Kepus stated that the Gas Tax Fund ran short 
of funds at the end of the year and there was no time to ask for a fund transfer in order to write an employee pay 
check before the end of the year. Trustee Green made a motion to allow a portion of the road supervisor’s 12/31/18 
salary ($1,980) to come out of the General Fund due to year-end time constraints and cash flow considerations 
and to keep in compliance with the state by not allowing appropriations to exceed expenses. Trustee Hammer 
seconded.  All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 



Discussion was held regarding the possible purchase of the Johnson property at 755 East Main Street, Woodville. 
At their last meeting, the Trustees agreed to offer the Johnsons $35,000.00 contingent upon removal of the 
property owner’s house contents, receiving a quote for demolition and removal, and obtaining the proper legal 
language as suggested by the assistant prosecuting attorney. Jim Busdiecker presented a quote from Tille 
Enterprises for three different demolition options. The options were discussed among the trustees, but no action 
was taken. 
 
Trustee Green made a motion to have an environmental assessment performed on the property after the township 
has received a legal purchase agreement from the prosecutor and it has been signed by the Johnson family. 
Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. 
 
The Sandusky County Township Association’s annual banquet at Ole Zims will be held on January 17. All trustees, 
the fiscal officer, and road supervisor will attend. 
 
The American Red Cross will hold their next bloodmobile at the fire station from noon to 5 pm Friday, January 18. 
 
Sandusky County Treasurer Kim Foreman will be at the station from 10 to 11:30 am Tuesday, January 22 to 
collect real estate tax payments. Taxpayers are asked to pay with check or money order only. They cannot accept 
payment by cash or debit/credit card. The tax bill must be presented with payment. The last day real estate taxes 
will be accepted by the county before a late penalty is assessed is 4:30 pm on February 8. 
 
The Ohio Township Association’s Winter Conference will be held January 30 – February 2 in Columbus. Trustees 
Hammer and Runion will attend. 
 
At 9:05 pm, with no further business, Trustee Green moved for adjournment. Trustee Hammer seconded. This 
meeting was held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 
 
 
 
 


